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TO QUIT POST I 

\ — . 

Bohn's • Gehlen ‘ Remains > 
"Man Without Face’ t 


Bonn-, Sept. .2 (Rduters) — , 
Reinhard Gehlen, known as the ! 
man without a face, 1 will retire 
‘ in April from his post as head . 
of the ' West German counter-;, 
I espionage -organization,, .-.jyhich-: 
: he has led since shortly T after , 
World Warll. 

Most people know little of him 
■ other than his name ;?n$ , age. ; 
Gehlen has ruled is network of 
; cloak-and-dagger men from be- 
. hind a veil of anonymity at his 
headquarters, surrounded by, 
barbed wirejrfear Munich. As far 
as is known, no photograph has 
: been taken of him in the past 23 
: years. 

The last one,' taken.' In? J044, 
shows him as a balding, slightly, 
built* 40-year-old in the. uniform 
of a Wehrmacbt colonel. 

, Price On Head, 

Some 19 years later, the East 
German Security Service put a 
big price on this balding head— 
a testimonial to the effective- 
ness with which his post-war. 
apparatus was already working. 

* Born at Erfurt (now in East 
(Germany) April 3, 1902, the son. 
(of a publishing house director, 
! Gehl,en' joined the Army in 1920. 
By 1935 he was an officer on the ■ 
general staff/ after "'receiving 
training in secret-service work 
jin the first years of Nazi power. 

‘ Promoted to colonel in 1942, 
■he took- over the department 
galled Foreign Armies East in 
;the‘ Army general staff, where 
this duties were ot collect and 
(analyze information about the - 
jenemy on ahdtbehind th$ East- 
[era front/ 


Rescued Files ' ' 

When Admiral Wilhelm Cana- "j 
ris, head of the German coun- 
' ter-espionage service, fell into 
disfavor in the same year, Geh- 
, Jen set up his own counter-. : ; 
espionage network. • 

Gehlen, wo managed to save j 
his massive secret service files 
in .the 1 chaos of the final weeks . 
of war, quickly awakened the 
'* interest of the Americans when 

he was captured in Bavaria. # 

After careful interrogation in 
Washington, he -was sent back 
to Germany and given his own 
department to analyze .infprma- 
♦ tion from Eastern, Europe^ ’ . 

Given Free Hand- a* • ? 

His work there proved; inva- ■ 
luable to -the Americans and he 
was given a free hand to ex- ■ 
pand his network from a . base . 
near Munich. • ;• 

s After that, the veil of secrecy 
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